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VANITY of SCOFFING. 


A LETTER. 


dir, 


AM moſt heartily ſorry, not for 
my own ſake but your's, that any 
thing from you ſhould create me 2 
trouble of this narure. That a per- 
ſon honourably deſcended of noble 
and Chriſtian Parents, folemaly de- 
dicated at his firft appearance in the World to the 
fervice of our blefled Feſws, adorned richly with 
the moſt excellent natural indowments, wanting 
no helpto nature, which an ingenuous and religt- 
ous education could adminiſter, plentitully «njoy- 
ingall the opportunities of knowing, and all the 
incouragementsto do whatever 1s truly vertuous 
and noble, things acceptabletos God, and beneti- 
caltothe world ; that a perion lo every way ac- 

Az com- 
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compliſhed as you are, ſhou!d now begin to enter- 
tain with plcaſure thoughts bordering upon 
Atheiſm, nl give your {clt up to a courle of lite {© 
far unworthy of him that bears the name of Chriſt+ 
an, that it makes it a flattcry tocall you a Maz : 
is, I muſt necds ſay, fo great an aſtuniſhment to 
me, that I can hardly believe that this Letter 
which I am now writing to you, can any way con- 
cern you. Yet {ome ill-ſounding words which 
withno ſmall grict I heard from you, in the laſt 
dilcourſe we had rogether, have been (o great a 
diſturbance to my mind ever fince, that I could not 
poſſibly give my lelf any reſt, till I fer pen to paper, 
that I might contribute ſomething, though it be 
but a very little, in reſpe& of what others out of 
their greater ſtock of reaſoz ( I will not lay of chari- 
ty ) would have done, towards theſhaking off your 
haſty and dangerous relolutions, and blunring the 
edge of that Scoffing wit, whichincourageth you to 
_ for ſo ealie a mou over the Faith of us deſpi- 
ied Chriſtians ; but will certainly at laſt, if not 
timely wreſted from you by the charity of ſome of 
thoſe whom you wn hate, wound your ſelf to the 
very heart. F will not beg your pardon, either 
for this my ſo confident aſſertion, or for preſuming 
to interrupt your ſeeure {lumbers, and pleafi 

dreams, with this paper. You know my Faith, 
and that I think I = as good aflurance of the 
truths I hc/ieve, as the moſt conceited Philoſopher of 
you all thinks he hath of any concluſion grounded 
on the common principles of-natural reaſon, or his 
ſomuch magnified evidence of ſenſe. And pane 
ther 


The Vanity of Scoff mg. 3 


ther know as well, orl with you did, that we poor 
filly Chriſtians are taught tv love molt heartily even 
you who moſt deſpiſe us, and eſpecially that part 
of you, which you ſeem lealt ro know, and there- 
f.rc cannot love, your Sow/. This invites us to re- 
pay your ſcorz with p/ty, and rather than not at- 
tempt to do you good, for the evil we receive at 
your hands, run the hazard of being yet more ha- 
red by you. Bur yet far more than this, the zeal 
we have for thoſe divine, and. only beauties we ad- 
mire, I meanthole ſacred truths which you deride, 
but we 6:/zeve, and own our (elves obliged to vin- 
dicate with all the skill we have, conttrains us to 
be thus —_ though we ſhould be ſure 
thereby to lole not your favour only, but even 
whatſoever in this world we can think moſt dear 
unto us. With this reſolution of contemaning all 
your ready cenſures of bold, troubleſome and unman- 
nerly, it not fool and knave to boot, wherewith 
you have learn'd to reward the charity of thole who 
ſeek to do you good ; I now lay before you my 
thoughts of what you were pleaſed to utter in my 
hearing. 

This, S#r, as near as I remember it, was your 
language, Chriſtians are fools, to 7 themſelves the 
pleaſures of this world, in hopes of I know not what in 
a world to come. *Tis good to make much of our ſelves 
here, for we know not what ſhall be hereafter. I could 
never yet meet with any man that could bring us P 
certain tidings from that other — talk of. Who 
can tell us what ſhall become of us when we die ? Why 
ſhould manbe ſo proud, as to hope for an Heaven _ 

[an 
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than other creatures? It is a mere madneſs to deny our 
ſelves the things which delight ws, and which now we 
may injoy, | an the ſake of that which ts uncertain and 
which we do not know that any man ever did or ſhall in- 
joy. For my own part | am reſolved to live here as 
long as | can, and as merrily as | can, and let thoſe fools 
that dance after the pipe of a company of cheating 
Prieſts pleaſe themſelves with the fond hopes of a new 
life and 4 Heaven after they are dead, 

Theſe, Sr, as I well remember, and many 
others much a-kin to thele, were your expreſſions ; 
I willingly oni your many and various Oarhs, the 
uſual graces and ornaments, and indeed the only 
proofs you have of ſuch wild diſcourſes. I mult 
confe(s I could not have believed it, if my own ears 
had not hcard it, that ſuch words as theſe could 
have been wreſted trom you ; how great then was 
my wonder to hear them flow fo freely from your 
mouth, as thereby to evidence themliclves to come 
from the great abwndance of your heart? Good God! 
Is it potſible that a 4, and one that pretends to 
be the maſter of all wt and reaſon, ſhould (o ealily 
and with ſuch complacency degrade him(clfinto a 
beaſt, and even pride himlelf in being the Author 
of luch conceits, as, it they have any real truth in 
them, mult needs make him of no more worth than 
rhe -orſe he rides upon ? It you can think lo meanly 
of your (lf, I beſcech you —_ - aid walk on 
foor, and make not the poor dumb creature, which 
by {ubantring himicli ſo gently to a load, that he 
conl.! as eaſily throw off, md trample under foot, 
teems to know you much bctter than you are wil- 
ling 
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ling to know your ſelf, to fecl (o oft your whip and 
(pur. What right have you to rule him, more 
than he hath to govern you, if you muſt both pe- 
riſhalike ? It you ſhould fay that you have re«/ox, 
and he hath »exe, I make no doubt but ſome 0: 
your companions will be ready enough to tell you, 
that you know that no more, than you do whe. her 
you have an 7ortal Soul, or he have none : In- 
deed you can ſpeak and he cannot, and fo have you 
one priviledge more than he hath, to abule your 
tongue to your own ruine. 

It 15 not my preſent purpoſe tothape an anlwer 
to all your qze/t:oxs, or relolve all your doubts : as 
thele would coſt me more pains than I am now at 
Icifure ta beſtow upon them : fo would it be a work 
of little uſe to you, till you be better prepared to 
receive it. Till that malignant and heaving hu- 
mour of pride and ſe/f-concert be a little corrected, 
your ſtomach will be ever boiling with diſdain, 
and belch torth reproach and ſcorn on every thing 
that goes againſt ic: your palate will remain roo 
bitter, to taſte the ſweetneſs of the truths com- 
mended to you ; and your brain too much #ztoxt- 
cated, and giddy, to fix on the ſtudy and meditati- 
on of things which call for ſeriouſneſs. My preſent 
bulinels is totry if I can poſſibly adminiſter ſome- 
thing, whereby that humour may be made le(s pre- 
dominant, and your reſo (et a little more at liber- 
a then may you perhaps be content to think, 
that ſome body elſe beſides your ſelf may be able to 
you ſence, and (ay ſomething that may deſerve 

e conſideration of him who calls himſelf a = : 
is 
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This Iſhall hope ia {ume mcaſure to effeR, ifI can 
prevail with you to read over this Lerrer with pa- 
tience, and therein the weakneſs of your own rea 
ſonings, the folly and dangers of your ill grounded 
reſolutions, and in both, the «mreaſonableneſs of 
your crowing over the ſimplicity of us Chriſtians. 

That yeu may be better able 10 dilcover the piti- 
ful weakneſs of your reaſonings, and how whuleſt 
you labour to make us Chriſtians ſeem fools you un- 
awares argue your ſelves into mere brates ; have 
but as much parzerce to read your own words from 
my pen, as you exprefled delight and pleaſure in ut- 
tering them with your own tongue, and it may be, 
that the ſame things which you then thought wry 
when they proceeded immediately from your own 
dear (elf ; you may now think very fooliſh and rid: 
eulous when they are, though molt fairhfaly repre- 
ſented to you by anther. Your words I have alrea- 
dy ſet down, but to make them look a little more 
with the faces of arguments, and to let you (ee with 
what art and Frength you realon, I will once more 
give you them, as, had we been in diſpute, when 
you ſpake them, I ſuppole Ithould have heard them 
from your ſelf. 

Chriſtians deny themſelves the pleaſures of this 
world, (you mean they dare not commit all fin 
with grecdinels ) i» hopes of an uncertain happineſs 
in a world to come : therefore, Chriſtians are wery 

ools, 

We know net what ſhall be hereafter ; therefore, It 
is good to make much of our ſelves ( that is, to live as 
we liſt, and pamper up our luſts ) whileſt we are 
here. We 
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We could never yet recerve any certain tidings out of 
that other world which Chriſtians talk of ; therefore, 
they are fools for believing there is any ſuch thing. 

None can tell what ſhall become of us when we die ; 
therefore, #t is folly to lrve as if we expetted « life to 
come. 

Man hath no more aſſurance of an Heaven than 
other creatures ; therefore, #t is pride only that makes 
him hope for Heaven. 

All theſe things which Chriſtian hope to enjoy after 
death are ancertain ; therefore, it is prudence to live 
as long and as merrily ( that is, lookely and laicivi- 
ouſly ) as we can in this world, 

Now, Sir, do you not think you have caule 
enough to c/xp your wings and crow over ws pour 
vanquithed Chriſtians? Who is able to ſtand before 
all this mighty ſtrength ? How can we chuſe but 
confels we have been fools all this while, and miſe- 
rably bewitched into vain hopes, by the — 
voices of a company of crafty Prieſts, and fa 
down and embrace the feet of yo our delivercrs out 
of this ſlavery ? Bur alas, we mult yet be fools (till 
for all this, ſo b/indare we that we cannot ſee the 
way that you have made us to eſcape; and what's 
more than all, we are ſo much  /-ve with our 
preſent thraldome, that we prize it above that noble 

freedom which you would make us. 

In good carneſt, Sir, If we be certain, as we 
think we are, of all thoſe things whercof you would 
make us to doubt, Idare ſay you will pronounce »s 
in a much better condition than your ſe/ves can ever 
hope to be, till you become ſuch fools as we are : 

B And 
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And if we can haveno certainty of them as you ſay, 
and I am willing at this time for your ſake to ſ«p- 
poſe, then both you and we muſt remain «rcertai 
{ti}l, and who hath made the wiſe choice can then 
orly, it you ſay true, be determined, when this 
lite 1s at an end, 

WH: changeth faſhions, almoſt as oft as c/oaths ; 
and one main #r4iz of that wit which is now moſt 
modrjb, 15 with ſhamelels :mpudence, and in blunteſt 
terms, to declaim againit thole things as idle dreams 
and lying fables, which all the world hath hitherto 
received as the moſt undoubted rruths: Men can- 
not now ſeem wztyto themſelves, till they have 
pronounced all fools that were before them. To 
lay, as much without all proof, as patience of being 
contradicted, that the Prophet is a fool, and the 
Spiritual man is mad, and none fo great a fool as he 
who told us {o long ago, that, the fool hath ſaidin 
his heart there is no God, this is wit, Idonotenvy 
the men whothink it ſo, and ule it, that great ap- 

lauſe they hereby gain amongſt ſuch as had rather 

ſe an Heaven, than live ſoberly: but I much pity 
the weakneſs of the men of this age, who rather 
chuſe to venture their whole happineſs in imitation 
of their vices, than provide for their own ſafety by 
eximining their didfates, 

The bravery of ſuch men is to ſet their faces 
againſt the Heavens, and bid defiance to him that 
made them : and leſt the world become fo wile as 
to taunt them with the Proverb, —— None ſo bold 
as blind Bayard; they are reſolved to teach it if 
they can to believe blindly what themſelves _— 
believe, 
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believe, that there is no God, no Heaven, no Hell, 
wo life after death, no Soul to be ſaved or damned, neti- 
ther puniſhment nor reward to be expected in a ſuture 
world, Now it any man may be ſo unmannerly as 
to require ſome proof of all this, ſome probable rcea- 
ſons at leaſt why he ſhould believe things ſo repug- 
nant tu the common opinions of the world ; the 
wall wear it ſtoutly, ſwazger it out bravely, call 
all men fools, zalk all, hear nothing, ſcrible ſome» 
thing, ask queſtions, propound fome prſibiliries ; 
and when thus is done, and ſome Satyrical ſtrains 
of wit, to cloie all, laviſhed out 6n thole, who 
dare believe the things which thele men are moſt 
afraid of ; it we will calmly ſtand like tame fools 
to their verdict, we mult all turn 4rheifts and Epi- 
cures: but it any of #s poor credulous fools, have 
yet ſo much courage left us, as not to be jearedand 
He#or'd, not to be [car'd out of all our wits at once 
with this uncouth noiſe, nor affrighted out of our 
old Faith with (ome dazling flaſhes of this new-fathi- 
oncd wit, and a thunder-clap of oaths in the rear 
thereof ; if weſhall yet be ſo.ſtubborn and impu- 
dently refractory as to perliſt in diſputation, and ſo 
unrealonable as once more to call tor any farther 
ſatisſattion ina thing lo heterodoxly yet lo mapiſtert- 
ally aſlerted ; we thall uſually fee thele ral gentle- 
men, it they can find no fair opportunity ot quit- 
ting the _— and running away, begin to 
FR.op by little and little, even fo long till the brawads 
dwindle into a bare ---- It may be ſo, and yet poſibly 
it may be thus, and no man can tell us whether it be 
thus or ſo. Sothat whatever conquelt they _— 
B 2 (1 
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(ifever they prove maſters of the field ) muſt be 
wholly attrtbutcd tothe weakneſs of their adverſa- 
rics, nothing to their own wa/our and proweſſe. To 
deal clearly with you, after all that I have had to 
this day the opportunity to hear or read from any 
of th-fe great wits, who are lo greedy of the ho- 
nour totramp!e upon the 1 arch of Chriſtians, yet as 
mpatient, as the Vevil himfelt would be, though 
they deſerve it much more, to be called Arheiſts; 
I could never ſec any thing offered as a concluſion, 
which would amount to any more than one of your 
Sceptical premiſes: and were theie all (witha 
thouſand more as good as they ) laid rogether with 
all the «rt and confidence whereot you and your part- 
ners have good ſtore, how little ſtrength they 
would have ro ſecure you from as much folly as you 
charge upon others, or detend the molt tolerable of 
your deſperate relolutions from the juſt impuration 
of maaneſs,, requires no great $kill in another to 
teach you, nor lagacity in you to learn ( would you 
be at leiſure from your vanities,” and have patience 
to conſider ) withouta teacher. 

Who knows ( ſay you ) whether there be an Hea- 
wen and a life to come or no? Suppole now that this 
your queſtion were altogether unanſwerable, and 
be it as true as you would have it, that »o man knows 
this: Yet are you far from having gain'd all that 
which you catch at, ſuch a victory over the poor 
Chriſtian, that you may without the juſt cenſure of 
vanity crow upon your beloved dunghill of «nclean- 
weſs : For it none know this, then none knows 
whether you or he hold the rrwer, though it will be 
| calily 
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eaſily ſeen anon which of you holds the a/er opiri- 
on. It the Chriftian think there is a {fe to come, 
and yer there ſhall be -o |\uch thivg, then indeed he 
1510 an crror, and his hupes are v4ia; and yer I 
dare not ſay fooliſh, becauic an erernal happy lite at- 
rer death is athing lo de/iravic of all, that every 
man « ould be wiliing tv lay hold on any groanas 
w hereon he might build any though but the weat- 
eſt hope and expectation of it. It you think there 
1s »olite tocome, and yet there be one, then arc 
you inan error, by lo much the more dangerous, 
by how much your {ſs will prove greater, he loling 
only (ome remporal joys, but you ercrnal ; and yet 
much more fooliſb, inaſmuch as you both deſpiſed 
what confeſledly was in it ſelf above all things deſi- 
rable, and raſhly cxpoled your (elfto thoſe rorments 
which are ot all things muſt formidab/c, If then no 
man yet know whether there ſhall be wy tuch 
thing or not, then as no mancan yet ſay which of 
you 1s in the error, ſocertainly the folly mult fall ro 
your lot, who make him the But of your: ſcorn, 
who, for oughrthat either you, or any man elſe 
upon your ſuppoſition can yer tell, may be as wiſe, 
yea, and is probably even 1n his chozce, certainly in 
his modeſt behaviour, much wiſer than your lelt. 
Bur yet, good Sir, if you and your confederates 
have authority to play the fools part, and yet be 
thought the wiſe on the Stage, ſhew us whence 
you have it, and we have done. 

Again, you ſay, Who knows it? This is your 
way, you are reaay at ing, but as //ow as others 
in anſwering : and indeed thus 3s your —_—— 
and. 


, 


12 The Vanity of Scoffing. 


and you know whoſe character the Proverbial ſay- 
ing hath made it, One fool cay ask more queſtions 
than twenty wiſe men can anſwer, But ſuppoie that 
in anſwer to your queſtion we ſhould athrm that 
we know it, Or at Icalt that it may be known: what 
we thould thus aitirm whether r7u4y or no, you 
could never be able to diſprove: .at you lay und 
ſwear we know it nut, that 15 only to conty1a7tt not 
corfute us ; and the world hath ſeen no more for it 
as yet, but only your word and owrs, It , either of 
us as yet have lo much command over men's Faith, 
as to be created 1n a matter of lo great conlequence, 
upun our bare affirmation or negation, then arc we 
yet on ever ground, and you have no more cauic of 
triumph over «s, then we have over you, It either 
may be credited on his word, why ove and not both ? 
If borh, much good may it do you: Ir cannot be in 
the contradiction, but with relpet to the diwiced 
partics : We ſay, we know it, and are believed ; 
you ſay, you know it pot, and are believed. Say 
we both rrue? thenare we knowing and you igno- 
rant. Say we toth fa/fy? then are you alike guilty 
with «5 in couſcning the world by a {ret and your 
lie is the more pernicious, by how much greater the 
good 15 out of which you coulen it. Say we truly, 
and you falſly ? I need not tell you what follows: 
Bur if we ſay falſly and you r7uly, you have only this 
advantage, that you are /2orarnt, and we are ac- 
ceived: both cqually to be pitied by ochers, but 
neither have caule of 2/ory;ng over the other. Yet 
without doubt, you mult be rhe only men who have 
ſcarched into Nature's myſteries, and have been 
titted 
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fitted by the advantages of Education to diſcover 
the knaveries of jug/iag Prieſts, and the tollics of a 
deluded people: If your word may be taken tor ir, 
thus you ſhall be citeemed : bur 1t your great 4-aſe- 
75:25 of your ſelves, will amount to no more but a 
piece of 4rr9gaxce too well known to be clential to 
men of zowr complexion, you muſt ſtill goa begging 
as w Ell as we toals for Faith to believe you. 

Suppoſe it yet once more to be as you ſay, that 
no man knows any thing of all this, yer as this will 
afford 10» no ground of glorying over others {impli- 
city; fo neither will the unrealonable wferences 
you fetch thence, when thruughly examined, 
prove cither acceptable to the conſidering part of the 
world, or ſo much as ſafe or hoxourable to your 
ielves : Iſhallſhew you the forzwer of thele xow, and 
the /ater in the c/oſe of this Letter. 

You tell us, that ſeeing theſe things cannot be 
known, It is moſt reaſonable that men ſbould pleaſe 
themſelves in « free enjoyment of all things they eſteem 
| inthis world, and ſo make to themſelves as much 

appineſs as they can here, ſeeing that happineſs which 
men expett after death in another world 15, for ought 
we know, xo better than a dream, 1dare not doubt, 
but whileſt you talk at this rate, you think you 
ſay that for which the world is bound to retura you 
many thanks, and our Churches will now betioon 
emptied to fill the Tavern and the Alchouſe, and the 
jugling Prieſts be forced cither to Farve, or Rand 
to your rowrrefie whether they ſhall be entertain'd 
at your doors with a hard cr#/# or a harder cudge!. 
But be not angry, I beſeech you, if I be bold to tell 
yOu, 
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you, that if theſe be your A you flatter 
your ſelf roo much, and may poſhbly ſtay as long 
tor thanks trom men-that can conſider what they do, 
as you would make the poor Prieſts you to freely 
abuſe, ſtand for an a/ms at your gates. 

They who rightly underſtand the meaning of 
your words, and have ſo much wit as to think on 
any thing beyond their preſent luſts, wv ould hardly 
be per{waded to think any. thing, ſave that Hel! 
which you deny more dreadful, than that other Hell 
which this your wild inference, if once generally 
aſſented to, would make upon L arth. Nay, I 
dare ſay, that could you win ail men to be of the 
ſame mind, of which you at preſent ſeem to be, 
your ſelf would be the firſt that would begin to cox- 
zraditt your felf, and be ready to cut your own 
throat, to be revenged on your raſb»eſs in teaching 
men this ad leſſon. Suppoſe that every Prince 
ſhould bring his S«ubjefs, every Lord his lenants, 
every Father his Children, and every _—_ his 
Servants, firſt to be of this opinion, that nothing re- _ 
mains either to be feared or hoped for alter death ; 
and that they ſhould ext from this opinion take up 
the ſame reſolution, to live as they {;t, and enjoy 
their pleaſure without all check of conſcience: I 
am very confident, that if the S«bjes ſhould take 
arms to redeem their liberty, the Texant keep back 
his rent, and not own his Lexdlord, Children deny 
obedience to their Parents, and Servants refuſe to 
laboxr for their e Maſters, thoſe very ſame perions 
who firſt unadviſedly put this dangerous fancy into 


their heads, would rather work all means to have 
thoſe 
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thoſe heads raken off from their ſhoulders, than it 
thould continue any longer there. How wnreaſon- 
able a thing is it then in you, to triumph in der:fion 
over the Faith of Chriſtians, which you cannot but 
confels is the 44 buttreſs that upholds your own 
| beſt beloved intereſts: when, ſhould this your 
darling humour, on which you now moſt b/indly 
dote, as much bewitch your feriors, as it hath 
done your ſefves, it would at oxce make havock of 
your eſtates and honours, and force you todo pe- 
nance for your follies in ſackcloth and aſbes ? 
Canyou yet hug your ſelves in your /icentions 
thoughts, and dream that wiſe men will admire and 
magnife your wir? Though moſt men do indeed 
expreſs too great a fondneſs for their liberty, yet1 
dare ſay a very few would be content to enjoy it u 
on thoſe terms as youdo promiſe it. Moſt mendo 
dread the effects of /ibertiniſm and licentiouſneſs, no 
leſs than they love the cauſes that m___ them be- 
fore they underſtand the evils they are pregnant 
with ; and therefore although roo many ers be al- 
ready ſet too wide open to your Syren notes, yet 1$ 
it a thing incredible, that they ſhould be ſo unwiſe, 
when their eyes are opened too to fee the rocks and 
whirlpools into the midſt of which this ravithing 
muſick would invitethem, as wilfully to run upon 
their own deftruction. Would it not, think you, 
be a very pleaſing thing for men to live in perpetual 
feuds, tumults and confuſions * What a gallant in- 
couragement would it be to the poor husbandman, 
when he durſt not go to plough without his gwara, 
leſt the next that comes — Id take away his oxen ; 
nor 
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nor could caſt the ſeed into the furrows, withour 
very reaſonable tears, that another ſhould reap the 
crop: when he builds an houſe ro think that his 
next neighbour will ſet it on fire, or thruſt him out 
of hus polleſhon : and when he is laid down 10 & 
not to dare to (hut his eyes, leſt his wife or child 
thould cut his t}-roat ? It all the fears of Eel and' 
endleſs torments, which Religion poſleſſeth men 
withall, are tound weat cnough to keep them with- 
in the bounds of honeſty and good-neighbourhoed ; 
then F mult be bold to tell you Sir, and all wiſe men 
will. eaftily bchieve me, that the reins of re/igzon 
once cut 10 pieces by your Sephiſtry, and nothing 
after thi lite left for men to fear or long tor ; all the 
laws of man-will be as calily broken, as Sampſon's 
Withs ; the Magiſtrates authority will be tet at 
nought, andthe greateſt power you can imagine 
in the c-vil ſword will prove too weak to ſecure the 
publick peace ; or reſtrain the /bertine trom thoſe 
outrages and extravagances, which would render 
death a thouland times more eligible than/ife. This 
is a thing too _— the conſequence of your 
doctrine: for who are the men, I pray you, that 
dare deſpile the gibbet and the halter for any petty 
prey) but thoſe whom you have taught, or elle 

ave been before-hand with you, in believing, that 
as well their miſery as their happineſs ſhall end 
there ? But your ſelves know very well the truth of 
what I gow ſay, and are too ready to make-ill uſe 
of it, toour preſent difarbance and your own fu- 
tyre miſery. You can tell us when you liſt. that Re- 
ig/on hath the greatelt power to: keep the World in 


awe 
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.awe and order ; bur then you would perſwade us to 

believe withall, -rhat it is no more but a politick in- 
vention, which neceſſity (et the wit of man on work 
to find out for that purpole : I am not now todil- 
prove any of your aflertions, being relvlved to re- 
preſent you to your own eyes with all the aavanta- 
ges you can delire ; you will tnd, when you cau 
but once allow your ſelves the {berty to conſider 
things, that you ſtand 1n need of more than al, to 
win you the approbation even .of your own judg- 
ments. For (yppoling this, that you would have; 
are not you the only polzzick wilc menot the world, 
and donot we all owe you abundant thanks, for 
thus opening a wide gap to all conſ«ſion and «iſorder, 
and your own r«ic amongſt the reſt of mankind ; 
whiuleſt you endeayour to pull-down. that fence 
which you confeſs was wiſe made, and not with- 
out great cauſe, to ſecure the peace and comfort of 
the world ? 

If all this be not yet enough to let you ſee how 
much you befoo! your ſelves whileit you deriae our 
Faith, aud call your jelves wiſe for living as you 4s 
conſider but this o#e thing more ; how you mult 
needs hereby deprive your (elves of that ey thing, 
belides your wi#, wherein you- ſeem to glory ; I 
mean, the honour of being Loyal ta Your Prince : 
It is maſt-eyident, that you ghus betray your (elves 
£5 be the wor of lubjedts, and the molt dangoraw of 
all chat plead for Toleratiqn in a Starr or  Kangdom., 
1coniels zodeed, there 15 a fort of that ny 
be choughe the only mes to 'whom che name 


Saints 15. dug; and, under 4, pretepes of 2exd- ant 
C; 2 con(crence. 
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conſcience, have made bold to murder K ings and fire 
Kingdoms : And poſſibly I ſhall not much miſtake, 
# Liay, that the world 15 beholden to the notorious 
hypocriſie of thele zelots, for very much of that 
Atheiſm under which it now groans. Mezx, aptto 
conſider (olittle as you are, and not able or elſe wn- 
willing to ſee their own faces intheſe men, hid un- 
der masks, on which ſomething is drawn reſembling 
ours ; are ready enough to conclude that we ſhall 
not dare to d4i/own them ; aud that all who have a 
real zeal tor the Chriſtian Faith, are either as blind 
or hypocritical as they, But, good Sir, 1 beſeech 
you, know, that we are bold enough to pro- 
nounce both them and you to be dangerous enemies 
a9 leſs ro Srate than Church : as their zeal is only a 
diſeniſe and trick, to pals on «ndiſcovered to their 
deſigned wvillanies ; 1o your open defiance to allreligt 
a, and profeſſion to ſeek your own- pleaſure in all 
things, makes us mre than (uſpe, that your inte- 
reſt or luſt (ſhall at any time take place with you, be- 
fore your K ing or Countrey, What contidence can 
_ Prince have of your Loyalty, farther than he 

all be pleaſed to zolerate your wanities, or you 
pleaſe todo him the favour, tocall him Soveraign ? 
W hatever obeatzence you yield unto him, he muſt 
thank you for it as a courteſie, but muſt not claim it 
as a duty. It is clear as the noon-day's Sun, that 
ſo long as you fear nothing in a»other world, and 
thereupon relolve to gratitie your humour whileſt 
you live 1n744, you need not run tothe Pope's unt- 
verſal power, nor the Settarie's blind zeal; for a 
difpenſation to turn rebrl; your own pleaſure, or 
your 
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yourprofit, or any thing ele you can eſteem a part 
of your carthly happineſs, or which can court yuur 
hamour, can make all. ai/penſatiens to do milchict 
needleſs. * 

Yet itill are you 4»gry, becauſe we will not call 
Gur ſelves fools tor believing that our Souls are ſome- 
thing, and that they ſhall not vaniſh into aire, or 
nothing when we de: and why? becauſe forſooth 
we cannot kxew it, and all is ſtill no more but 
Faith, "Tis true the things we do believe, are 
things «zſeen, neither can ſexſe or common reaſox 
aſlure us of the truth of thoſe things which we be- 
lieve ſhall be hereafter. And yer it isno lels true, 
that xeither of thele can enable you to prove our 
Faith ablurd. Nay, were you but halt: ſo much 
the waſters. of. reaſon as you would have us think, 
that very reaſon would allure you that our Faith is 
reaſonable, and your opinions fanciful :. and that we 
have much more cauſe to pity your folly, whileſt we 
can truly ſay your wicke4 and dangerous courles are 
all built:upon an «zreaſonable fancy; than you can 
have to /avgh at us, becauſe our honeſt and conſeren- 
tious lives are grounded, as you ſuppoſe, upon an 
wncert ain Faith, 

For let our Faith be certain or uncertain, you muſt 
needs confeſs it very ſerviceable to the world: it 
doth much good, and hurt it can do wore, But 
your opinions be they true or falſe, are io far from 
any. poſſibility of producing the leaft: good effect, 
that they cannot chuſe but be the parents of innu- 
merable m:ſchiefs. Some of you indeed have been 
ſa raſh as to affirm, That re/igion hath been the 


caule 
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cauſe of all the W rs which have diſturbed the 
world: with lo :mpotent .an.cagernels of mind are 
you wont to decl1m againit what you do not love, 
that you can regard nettacr #ra:h nor moutſty in 
thole affetted heats. I will again conteis unto you, 
: that ſome religions have becn the cauſe oft many 
wars, bur the true Chriſtian religion of xone : and 
- though it be mult true that even the Chriſtian Faith 
hath been the ſat je of very hot diſputes, lamen- 
table diviſions, and moſt bl.,udy wars; yet he that 
thall call it the ca«ſe ot any of thele, ſhall only there- 
by bewray his malice or his 17norance, in impuring 
that to the Chriſtian Faith, whichis impucable on- 
ly either tothe hatred of its exemies, or the er7075, 
imperfettions and hypocrifies of its profeſſors ; and 
always either to the war or too weak mea, ure of it. 
He that reads the Hiſtories of all ages, hethat hath 
any inſight into the Cabals and wytterics of States, 
he that underſtands the r»/cs that Chri#t hath leir 
us, cannot chule but fee that moſt of theie evils do 
. clearly ſpring from the ambirios, diſcontent and wan- 
raxneſs of men not truly Chriftian: that punctiliv's 
of honour, priviledge and worldly intereſt kindic 
thoſe fires which conſume our peace and quiet : yea, 
he that is halt bliad may fee that thole very wars 
which have been managed with a prerence ro Chrr- 
itian Feat, have come from the [mc forementioned 
tountains.;. and that velegro hath anly been made 
.a cloak thametully abuſcdxo cover molt irrelicious de- 
figas and actions. For if the E-e#rh we protels bind 
-vs to nothung more than prece and leve ; and to fe- 
evcrely prehibut all c//-featin7, anatice and riverge, 


DTT that 
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that it commands us upon penalty of Yefang. all wg 
bope for, and ſuffering all we can fear 1n another 
world, to deny eur ſetves, and love our enenues, and 
bear the org with patience, to return 64g for 
eurſing, and good for evil; who fees not, that the 
world is made miſerable not by the mu'titude of 
thoſe who foxcerely profels the Chriſtian Faith, but 
becauſe ſo few do yet imbrace it, and fo mary of 
thole whoin ſbew only and for ſome ſecular advan- 
tage make profeſſion of it, are 12deed and truth ſuch 
as you are. Shew me a rcbch, ſhew me an oppreſſor, 
ſhew me a factious and (cditious zelot, in a word, 
thew me the man that wIttzngly and willingly offers 
the lealt jury to his xeighbonr ; let him preachand 
pray, yea, let him wear, for taſhions-fake, all rhe 
faces and formalities of religion; 1 will be boldta 
return him to you again, for none of owrs, and prove 
to his face and yours, that he had never any more to 
do, than you have, wich the Chriſtian Faith, that 
is, to drſboxeur and blaſpheme it, and give occaſion tO 
unconſidering men to talk. unreaſonably of things 
they will nut underſtand, 

But yer our folly, ſay you, is moſt apparent, for 
we pretend unto a certainty of Faith, which you 
think, it is i»peſſible for any-man to have: Bur 
ltay Sar, 'our fel 15 not yet ſoevident as you would 
have it. Such a certainty of Faith your ſelves I 
doubt not will be ready enough to grant in ſome 
caſcs, as may make it very reaſonable for you to 
acquieſce therein, and not interrupt the ſatisfattion 
which you thence receive by any farther diſp#tation 


ox doubt, Should any of us be ſo unmannerly as 2 
call 
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eall you foot, becauſe you do believe you are no 
baſtard, nay, becauſe you do not doubt but you 
were born of a woman; and give you this reaſon tor 
it, that you reſt content with a certainty of Farth, 
which none can have ; would you not be angry ? 
I have ſometime heard a man of your own temper, 
when he was in his g:bing mood, and had a mind 
to recreate himſelf and his companions with ſuch 
wild fr1skings of his playſome wzr, call all men foo! 
that durſt ſay they knew there is any ſuch thing as 
that we call a wor/d: thus when wr begins to rave 
it knows not when to make an end: and that you 
may ſeem wiſe, not only the Chriſtian, but al men 
whatſoever mult be content, ſomerimes at leaſt, tv 
be thought fools ; and the certainty of ſenſe no more 
regarded than that of Faith : but when this Gentle- 
man was asked, whether he knew he had an eſtate 
in this world, and if he did not believe that man 
fhould do him wrong, that ſhould rhruft him out of 
his 10n ; orprerend a right to ſhare with him 
in his inheritance ? he came a little to himſelf, and 
was content to be a fool! for company ; he ſwore tt 
ſtourly that he would not ſo ramely part with his 
efate here, as we Chriſlians in ſome caſes are wil- 
ling to do, and that he would ſend. any ſuch bold 
intruder toſecck a portion in that ozher world which 
we expect: Yet was this Gentleman more beholden 
eo the certainty of Faith than Senſe for the know- 
ledge of his r:ght ; ſenſe could only inform him that 
a Houſe and Land, cc. was there viſible, and now 
in his poſſeſſon ; but #ther evidences creating Faith, 


were the only things could make him a — 
All 
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aſſurance of his rightful title to them. Ir is fo clear 
that a man may have {o great an aſſurance of Faith as 
may free him trom' debting, and beget a chearful 
acquieſcence and confidence ; that we have no other 
aforac of any thing done before we were brought 
orth, or in thoſe parts of the world which we ne- 
ver ſaw: whereot yet we conclude our ſelves fo 
certain, that we would hifs at the man that thould 
deny them. Ir is not theretore yet apparent that we 
are fools, becaule we pretend to a certainty of Faith ; 
or ifit be, we1hall be ſure to ind company amongſt 
oll. 
We will yet grant you this your defired advar 
tage alio ; ſuppole we then, that no ſuch certainty 
as we pretend to, can be had : but ſuppoſe withall 
that your op1nn have as little ot probability, as our 
Faith hath of certainty; rhe advantage is not yet (6 
great, but that if we mult be thought fooliſhly cre- 
aulous, you muſt allo be eſteem'd as fooliſhly opinio- 
native, When you have ſet your wits on tenters, 
to prove the things that we believe to have #0 be- 
ing, you arc ſtill fain to come off with a mere py 
bility, that they may nut be, We will not be {© 
unreaſonable as you are, to demand of yow as you 
ridiculouſly do of «s, any thing like Mathemarical 
demonſtrations tor your opinion of xo God, xo Soul, 
no future life, and the like ; but we think it rea- 
fonable that you ſhould ſhew us ſome at leaſt pro- 
bable reaſons for your opinion, if you will have it 
pal» for an 0P'n'on, that 1s, for ſomething rational, 
and nor rather for a mere dotaze: and yer ſuch rea- 


ſons thew you none, nor evercan do: your opinion 
D is 
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is therefore growndteſs and vain. Now on the other 
hand, we upon all occalions produce our moives of 
credibility, and ſuch grounds of believing, as all 
men able to exerciſethceir realon, do account ſulh- 
cient, to build a Faith upon, becaulc all that mat- 
ters of this nature are capable of: aud he that de- 
mands more, only declares bis ignorance, and 15 as 
ablurdas he that will not own there be any colonrs 
becauſe he hears thera not, or ſands, becaule he 
ſees chem not. Yet do we offer you more than you 
can juſtly demand ; for what we have 7caſor 
enough upon the true motives of _—_ only, 
to believe, we have undeniably ſo much aſliltance 
both from ſexſe and reaſon, as to render them high- 
ly probable, even in the judgment of the corfedering 
wnbeliever, Now it it be thus, as you will cer- 
tainly find, when you ſhall have paticace to perule 
ſeriouſly the many things which are written to this 
purpole ; then certaialy is the folly yet yours, who 
out of a vain and groundleſs opinion, of the truth 
whereof you can S've no probable account, go un 
to deride our Faith of things, both creduble and pro- 
bable ; and on no other account but this, that Mill 
you ſuppoſe it poſſible that we may be decerved, 

Yea, but ths 15 our folly, that we belzeve things 
mcredible: and (o you ſay we do; becauſe we do 
believe ſuch things to be, as far exceed the compre- 
henſion of any mans underſtanding: when you have 
laid rhis, you have ſaid all; and we muſt cither 
xow be fools or wever. But ſay, I pray', Is it a 
thing (o incredible, that there ou be ſomething 


that we poor mortals are aot able by our reaſon to 
CoOmpre- 
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08. 0990 You ſay, indeed'K is only pride which 
makes men hope tor tleaves ; the vanity of which 
expreſſion it were as eafie for me to (hew, as you 
would tind it hard to prove, that it is only pride 
which makes men humble : but. I am not now tg 
diſprove your bold {ayings, but, 'reprove yayr un» 
realonable arrogance: I hall only therefore return 
you this, which I thiak oo man will ſay ſtands in 
nced of a proot ; that it 1s pride alone can make men 
think, that what their reaſon doth ngt comprehend, 
15207, Iihall need to do no more, but wiſh you 
{crioully to adviſe with your own Philoſophy, to 
diicover this piece of your folly tra you. There you 
wi.lcalily iearn, without my help, that iwcempre- 
benſibslaty by our ſenſe and reaſon, 15 ſofar from mg- 
king any alacecbls proof that the thing to which 
it iy ſuppoled to belong is » ; that even the mim 
zeſt things conſiderable in nature have depths un- 
ſearchable by cither. Nay, it hath been often 
ſhew n you ( and let me now beg this favour cf yau, 
when yqu next take our books into your hands, not 
to Loolve betore-hand to laugh at what ſhould make 
ou wiſe and modeſt ) that whileſt you are {tudying 
w to charge our Faith with toul abſurarries ; 
you plunge your ſelves, fometimes into.the yer 
fame, and oft into theſe which contefledly an 
hands are much fou/er. TI ſhall therefore leave with 
you this reaionable requeſt, that you will only (0 
ng /orbear to cenſure our Faith as abſurd, till you 
can tree your (elves. from thole. 4bſwrdiries which 
you are torced incvitably to run into by contradidt- 
ng 1c, 
D z All 
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AlF that I have hitherto ſaid, tends only to per- 
ſwade you, to be ſo juſt ro markind, 25 tothink it 
poſlible ſome of them may be wiſer and #zow more 
than rowr ſebves:; or if this will not down with your 
proud ſtomachs, to imagine, ( at leaſt for a time) 
that you may poſſibly be as feoliſb as the wiſeſt of 
thoſe who are mot of your opinion ; till you have 
weighed well what they can plead for themſelves. 
If we al erre, pity the frailty of our common huma- 
nity, and deride «s nut for thoſe mfirmities which 
are incident, or may be, to your ſelves, Give us 
leave whileſt weerre both fo innocently and lo bene- 
ficially to you, to erre allo peaceably, It there be no 
lifeatter this to be expected ; yet give «s leave at 
leaſt to make to our ſelves the ſame benefit of his 
now preſent, as you defire todo: that is, to pleaſe 
our ſelves as much in the comfort of our innocent 
hopes, as you delight your ſelves in your wicked ex- 
joyments. Certainly, when you conſider ir well, 
our error ( if t be one )) will appear to be your no 
a gn advantage ; that Faith of ours which 

ou make your ſpore, makes you a quiet and peace- 
able fonitien of _ deſires. F 'Tis thi that Ts 
us from exvying your honours, from breaking in up- 
on your incloſuwres, from diſturbing your pleaſures 
any other way, than by our charitable admoniti- 
ons ; wherein our deſign 1s, not to abridge you in 
any part of :his worlds happineſs, but to invite you 
tothare with-us ( if it be poſſible) in the g/ortes of 
the ext, If I miſtake not now ; howfoever igno- 
raxt and fooliſh we may ſeem to be for our ſelves; 
yet this owr folly, on this one account, that it ſeeks 
your 
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your good no leſs than our own, deſerves your thanks, 
not your cexſure and derifion ; our preltent madneſs 
more befriending you than your own » z/dom ; and 
my our gacd wiſbes for your future happinels, 
can do you aslittle burr, as you imagiue our hopes 
can do good unto our (clves. 

You have already, in part, ſeen how much you 
are your own exemies, 1n abuſing your well-wiſhers ; 
and yet how much more difadvantagious to your 
ſelves, are both your opinions and your pratiices ; 
how little either of hoxoxr or real ſatisfattion you 
thall ever be able to reap from them, it rr«e ; and 
what horrid miſeries they will certainly bring upon 
you, if falſe ; Lam now to tell you. 

Doth it become a Philoſopher, fo great a maſter 
of reaſon as you are, to profeſs a willingneſs to it 
down and take up your reft in the midſt of your 
doubts ; and (ertle 1n your (cif a firm reſolution of ad- 
hering to that opiniun which is {o. generally explo- 
ded, without any farther ſearch or examination ? 
Were the matters, of which we now ſpeak, rivi- 
al and light ; ſuch as thoſe unprofitable niceries, 
which are the fole buſineſs of roo many curious 
wits ; and which, be they tre or falſe, known or 
wnknown, are of equal concernment, that is, of one 
at all tomankind; I ſhould not blame but com- 
mend your indifferexcy : but then the vain curioſity 
and indefatigable pains of theſe men in their inqui- 
fition into mere #rifles and things of /irtle or noule, 
doth condemn your /{oth and negligence in ſearching 
no farther into theſe things, which you mult needs. 


grant to be of aniwerſal and eternal — 
Thi 
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This then is all the hoxour that you are like to gain 
hereby ; that the conſidering world looks upon 
you, not as upon great ws; but rather ason a 
company of poor baffl-d tools; men of /ow, ſoft and 
effeminate (pirits ; who, rather than indure to be 
at any more pa/s, have cholen ro fit down and /as- 
ewiſb 1 perpetual deſpair, 

Theſe, Sir, are the honowrable thoughts which 
wiſe men have of you; and now ſee if you can re- 
compence this loſs of reputation, by any real /4- 
tisfaction you can find to your ſelves in this your 
deſperate courſe. You know not, you ſay, what 
ſhall be hereafter, and yet your chorce is to live wick- 
edly now. What interpretation can this admit of ; 
but that you are rc/olved to do violence to your rea- 
ſon, and itrive with the variety of your vanities to 
confound your conſciences, and ſtifle your fears? 
This 1s right chilarens play ; you ſhut your eyes, 
leſt you Fould ſee what you are afraid of ; and 
would perlwade your (elves that fo long as yow ice 
no body, no body ſees you. As they, when they are 
terrified by their nuries with ſtories of Spirits, wrap 
themſelves over head and ears in their bed-clothes, 
and then fancy themſelves fafe enough: or as I 
have heard of lome condemned malctactors, who 
drank themſelves drunk when they went roward 
the gallows, that they might not be ſex/16/c of their 
ſufferings ; thus wiſch do you ſooth your elves up 
1n yuur ungrounded concens, and /wil your (elves 
in all carnal jollities, to tree your (elves trom the 
terrors of a future Hed. 

Give me leave to plead with you alittle: You 
contels 
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confeſs you do not certainly ow, that there is »o 
Heaven, no Hell, ro future life of retribution. It 
you do not certainly know that theſe things are nor, 
then mult you nceds admit of ſome dowbrs, whether 
they be or #0 ; and grant that, for ought you know 
tothe F_ they way be, Now doth not com- 
mon reaſon; 1nitruct all men in matters doubtful, and 
yet very wes to be cantions, to ſtudy their 
own ſafety al = can, and to make choice of that 
wherein appeareth /eaft of danger ? Fears and doubts 
may indeed make ſome fools deſperate, but they al 
ways make wile men wary ; and he that knows not 
what wall be, will yetin common prudence, firf 
diligently uſe all means of informing himſelf, and 
where he cannot remove his i2norance, he will wilſe- 
ly labour to improve his doxbts into a provident fore- 
caſt againſt all evils which he can imagine poſib/e. 
Where the event is dubious, it ill becomes bs 
maa torſb forward at all adventures, or reſolutely 
to pitch upon that courle which ( if there be a ber- 
ter and a worſe ) will undoubtedly lead him into that 
he hath moſt cauſe to fear. Where then, I beſeech 
yow, is that great wiſdom you boalt of? For if it 
ſhall ſofall out, that theſe things at length appear 
to be as the Chriſtian believes, and you know no- 
thing to the contrary, but ſo they ſpall be; then 
mult you needs contels you have fooliſhly choſen 
your own deſtruttion ; and he whom you now call 
fool, will be found at laſt the only wiſe and happy 
man. How, think you, will you then qwr/e your. 
own folly, and wiſh ten thouſand times ro nopur- 


pole, you had been (o wiſe 1n time. as #0 conſider your 
latter. 
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{latter end; and that you had embraced this warn+ 
ing, which now I give you, to provide againſt 
that evil day, which as yet you tuppole only poſ- 
ible ? But if it ſo fall out, that w- at length appear 
to be deceived, and more f theſe things follow 
which we expe& ; when rhe ed ſhall come, we 
are aſſured, that ow conditioncan be no worſe than 
your's, If after death be nothing, and death it \elf 
(be it what it will be ) be common to us al, and 
make no difference of perions ; if we that belreve, 
and you that believe not, mult dic alrke, and rot to 
dirt like beaſts that periſh ; then, as you ſhall neither 
feel the /oſs of your pleaſures paſt, nor retain any 
longer re/zſh of them : (o, neither ſhall we be (en- 
ſible of the fruſtratioz of our hopes, nor be troubled 
with remorſe for our paſt follies and ſufferings: 
_ all ſenſe ccales, neither joy nor ſorrow can tind 
ace. 
n Yet ſtill, ſay you, why ſhould we fo patient] 
diſmiſs the comforts of this preſent lite, w hich is ul 
we can be ſure of, in uncertain hopes of thuie future 
good things, wv hereof we have no 4ſſurance ? 
Here indeed you point out unto us the very 
ſource and ſpring of all your Atheiſm: for, were 
_ hearts laid open, I doubt not, but we ſhould 
oon find, that it was not any #rength of reaſon that 
prevailed upon you to diſlike our 1 a7rh ; but that 
oppoſition which it now makes againſt your darling 
wſts. *Tis only your «zw:/ligneſ; to forſake the 
preſent ſ»eers of /iz, that makes you let {o light b 
the future joys of Heaven, Theſe have gain'd lo 
complete a conqueſt over your affet#tons, that they 
wall 
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will not afford you leave to think upon ought elſe. 
And becaule you now and then, whether you will 
or no, feel your ſelves ſnrprized, and your pleaſures 
interrupted, by the ſtealing in of ſome or other of 
thoſe «»welcome thoughts, which you ſtrive all you 
can to keep out ; you let your wits on work to ftu- 
dy all the arts of ſtupifying conſcience, and blinding 
_ that it may not (ec fo far off, as Heavey or 
ell, 

That ſe/-denial, that height of remperance and 
ſobriety, that chearful bearing of the Groſs, and 
conſtant diligence and wyweariedneſs in holy du- 
ties, that wnconcernedne fs for the world, and patient 
ſuffering of all evil, which Chrift calls for in all his 
followers, and which we Chriftians believe the di- 
ret way toeternal happineſs, are the great bug-bears 
that «fright your poor dsftardly and childiſh Souls 
from that Fairh, we glory in. You can now be- 
hold nothing in Chri/tianity but grim and griſly fa- 
ces, melancholy and dejetted counrenances ; and we 
Chriſtians appear in your eyes as ſo many walking 
things 1n Church-yaras, and who can expect you 
rowarads thould dare to come near us ? 

Where, all this while, are thoſe brave ſprrits, 
that noble courage and greatneſs of Soul, you arc wonr 
to boaſt of ? Have we delpiled Chriſtians rob'd 
you of them all 2 Or meant you rather »o more b 
all your 6742s, bur only to fer off that fool-hardineſs 
and deſperate height of all madreſs, in daring (o 
boldly to venture on the fouleſt vices, to rank your 
felves with Beaſts and Devils, and now and then ro 
thed a little of your rank 6/oud in a dvel,' to adde a 

E farther 
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farther grace yet to the borrowed beauties of thoſe 
whorith faces which you ſo much Ildolize? How 
would an o/d Heathen, were he now alive, laugh 
you out of this xew Philoſophy, and that goodly 
title of Virtuoſt, winch you ſhametully abuſe to 
commend your folies to the world. 

Iam a little a7gry, I confeſs, when I call to mind 
your abominable wickedneſs ; but yet, I will aſſure 
you,, no pity is wanting in meto your perſons, nor 
charity rolend you what aſſiſtance Lam able to help 
you out- of- thoſe foul. ditches into which your 
wretched miſtakes have thrown you. 

Know then, I beſeech you, that though the ſe- 
verites of a Chriſtian lite were 3 thouſand rumes more 
than indeed they are, yet are they juſt rething, 
when compared with thoſe comforts, which that 
hope you deride, doth abundantly adminiſter unto 
us. Experience ſhews us, how has many, real and 
very great difficulties, which men «naccuſtomed to 
k 4704 aq or not _— with pies” = 

res and hopes, areapt to look upon as i , 
and eſteem him motthe would expoſe ref unto 
them ; ſeem yet eafie unto thoſe men, whole eyes 
and affetions are all the while they ſtruggle chrough 
chem, fixed upon ſome thing beyond them, which 
they —_ above all things, and have conceived 
ſome hope. of attaining to, even though their «ſſ- 
rance of ſucceſs be as little as . you now ſuppoſe ours 
to be. It is nonews to hear of a Merchant, whole 
either love to wea/th, or more honeſt deſires of ſup- 
pe his countreys needs, makes him freely venture 

band vel ood at once in a weak Veſlel to 
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-the mercileſs winds and waves, all in hoge of an «»- 
certain booty: and not to trouble you with more 
inſtances 11 a matter ſo obvious to the eyes of all 
men ; you know, how ſome amongſt your ſelves, 
in the courtſhip of an «certain honour, or what's 
worſe, a proud #nconſkant woman, wade with 
much fooliſh patience through thoſe ſaviſb and deba- 
Fing drudgeries, which are no lels deſtructive to 
your re wration, than repugnant to your humours ; 
tis viſible h, that for the #ncert«in hope of en- 
joying your beloved vanities, you are willing to 
want your preſent caſe and quiet ; and fo far todeny 
your (elves, as to make it a courtefie in him that 
will call you ex. Shall it now. be thought a re«- 
ſonable thing in you thus poorly to (degrade your 
ſelves, through ambition, avarice and luxury: and 
mult it be eſteem'd a foty in men, whole aums are 
no lower than Heeven.and Eternal glory, with a 
chearful walowy to: encounter a few more tolerable 
hardſhips.; which areſo far from having any thing 
of baſeneſsinthem, \ that they have ever been juſt! 


accounted ( even by men of meaner the mol 
renowned Heathes ) the beſt trials exerciſes of 
brave and generous (pirits? 


For tell me, what are thoſe 4re«dfs! things unto 
which the Chriftian'flove of God and Heaven doth 
expole him? Have not ſome old Heathens, who 
have thereby won unto themſelves the 'Epithers of 
gallant, great and wvertuows, even for a name writ 
upon a #oxe in golden letters, moſt cheartully un- 
dergone the ſame? Are not there books, yet 1n the 
hands of every School-boy, full of grave leſſons of 

8m 2 Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, tegperance, ſcbriety and patience, and ſuch 
other vertues as weare bound to praftice, and they 
thought ro be the only things ft to keep men up 
above the rank of bxu#75? Have not they taught 
us, that contempt of pleaſures, and all the faamg 
glories of the world, 1s the mark of a brave Soul ? 
That poverty, and baniſbment, and death it (elfare 
nothing unto a truly noble ſpirit, whoſe charatter it 
is, to love vertae for it ſelf, and admire it moſt, 
when #ripr of all thoſe ewrward ornaments, which 
det it only unto zhoſe that know not how to 
judge of things by their own native worth ? Have 
not many of them left us examples of ſacrificing our 
eaſe and life to the common good and honour of our 
Country? Shall we admire and praiſe thele 
things when we read them from the pers, and (ce 
them in the /rves and deaths of ſober Hearhens, and 
yet cond-mp them as abſurd when commended to 
us by the Faith of Chriſtians ? 

And yet; alas, all theſe things which ſo affright 
and trouble you; are far from being ſ#ch as you ima- 
ine. Had you+ but the courage once to taſte the 
ſweetneſs of a Chriflian's life, your would preſently 
confels your paſt fears as cawſeleſs, as now your 
cenſures are unreaſonable, in condemning before all 
trial, This 18 that great injuſtice which we Chriſti 
4ns are wont to meet with at yowr hands ; you are 
wedded to your ſts, and your fins have bribed you, 
and before a full hearing, you pals ſentence, and 
condemn the things you-molt «nreaſonably hate, be- 
cauſe you do not k&x#owthem, nor will have patience 

to examine and'trythem.. -' ; 
We 


- - 


T he Vanity of Scoff mg. 5 
We do not, by our Faith, abridge our ſelvesin 
any honeſt comtort or delight : vur ſe/f-denial, when 
rightly underſtood, will appear to be the only true 
ſelf-love. We abſtain from that only which we think 
will do us hart, and it we leemrto part too freely 
with any thing 1s good, 'tis only when we are'per- 
{waded that the keeping if would prove our /oſs, by 
:adring us from the enjoyment of a better. We 
think it prudence to take heed that we ſ«rfert not 
on what is ſweeteſt ; and that we be not poiſon'd 
whileſt we too freely indulge our palates, We are 
not taught to caſt our goeds 1nto the Sea, fave when 
lo to do appears the only way to ſave our ſe/ves from 
my drowned, Our ſe!f-dential then 1s not that me- 
roſe thing you fancy it to be,” but as ſweet to ut, 26 
you can think it bitter : whileſt our meareſt fortunes 
are ſweetned unto us with the pleaſures of a contented 
mind ; and the greateſt /a that can now betall us, 
can never fall heavy on us, who live in continual 
expectation of a future recompence, and havelcar'd 
to value things according to their worgh-:. 

In ſhort, Sir, we arc allowed whatſoever is agree- 
able to Our nature, and moſt conducing;toa healthful 
and a comfortable lifg. We have never been inftrutt- 
ed to expoſe our ſelves to #mneceſſery..evils or ſuffer- 
ings, but with all hoxeft and honourable caution, to 
prevent them: and-when the Croſs 15 laid 1n our 
way, not to baulk it: through fear and” cowaratce, 
neither to ſtep aſide into. the paths of- wickedyeſs to 
avoid it ; but-anſulyto take it up, and bear it after 
our General, whoas he hathencouraged us by his 


awn example, and the. glorious rewere. he hath ler 
before 
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before us, ſo allo doth he give us preſent Frengrh 
enough tor ſuch a burden. ſider, I beſeech you, 
how 'tis very poſſible, that all thoſe things which 
you count certain com/orts, and therefore think us 
tools in denying them unto our ſelves, may yet be 20 
ſuch comforts unto «s, as they icem to yew: and allo 
that thoſe things which you call certain evi/s ; and 
we, in your opinion, do tooliſhly undergo ; may yet 
appear no evils unto «s, or far /eſs than they.do to 
you : we may pollibly therefore much more treely 
rt with the former, and with much.more cheat- 
tulneſs ſuffer the /arer, and be noſuch fools in cither, 
as you ſuppole ; ſeeing you have-much different 
thoughts rn trom thoſe which we have 
of ro Yea whil Por Agony = paſs unre- 
man p—_ 4 rofutab le things, 
od as heed lly undergo ins # r__ = 
hartful, for ancertainthings to come in-a future «n- 
certain life, as you ſuppole ; you mightily miſtake, 
if you think ir {o great a grievance to «s, w hoſe faith 
and hope arc as my and high, as your's are weak 
and low. "Nay, we no ſuch height of confi- 
dence, :yet' the bare conſideration of but a poſſible, 
though «xcertain eternity of joy or ſorrow, mult 
needs be enough to make a wile man for his own 
ſafeties-take, to chuſe ſomerhing leis eafie or comfor- 
zable here, to ſecure himſelt tor ever. 

Theſe things, I know, will aor eafily be driven 
into men of yoo&r complexion. You have already 
prejudiced your your by a too greedy feeding on 
the things you &ve beſt, at firf raſte to reliſh the 
ſweetneſs Inow ſpeak of. Neither is it poſſible you 

ſhould 
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ſhould ever be ſenſible of it, except you can perſwade 
your ſelf for ſome rime to ule abſtinence, and ſet your 
(clt in good earneſt to make ſome new experiments. 
Whether you will be at-the coſt and pains thus to 
do, I know nut : but hope I may however obtain 
this eafie favour at your hand, not to think that all 
mens palates are alike, and jult of the ſame temper 
with your own. You cannot but know the great 
variety of mens guſts, and how that ſome men take 
as much pleaſure in chewing 44s, as others doin 
Suzar, The Chriſtians temper being (o widely dif- 

ferent from yours, think it not «xreaſonable in him to 

d-light 1n what you lath and hate: orifyuu wiilgo 

on to/augh at him for ſo doing, you wc) pink that 

he hath the very ſame cauſe of deriding you, though 

his greater charity forbid it. Nay, think it not imy 

pollible, that, if you ſhould a-while examine his rea- 

ſons, and make trial of his courſe of life, you might 
perceive a ſtrange change in your own affeions and 
delires. 

And truly that one conſideration which I have al- 
ready commended to you, ofthe ſafety of the Chri- 
jtans courle of life, and the hazards whichatrend 
your own, ſhould ( a man would think) prevail 
upon you, to #ry ſome farther experiments, before 

ou ze ; and not run on ſo confidently inthole ways, 
which, ifthere be an Hel, mult n_—_y Ing you 
toit. Think a little with your. ſelf, if this Letter 
ſhould have found you ready to breath out your /«ft, 
and going you know not whither ; what fears and 
jealouſies 1t would _ have ſtirr'd up in you; 
and in the midſt of what dowbrs and diftrattions your | 
fearful . 
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fearful Soul would then have expired ; when you 
ſhould have look'd upon your condition as then de- 
ſperate, an eternity, for ought you know at hand ; 
all the 74me already ſpent which ſhould have fitted 
you for a comfortable entrance into it, and yet no 
proviſion at all made for it. I hope this paper will 
come more timely ro your hand : wherein _ gn 
is only to Fartle you at preſent out of the Scorers 
chair, and from that couch of ſecurity whereon you 
now dream, and Iam loth to fee you ſleepto death. 
If I may beſo happy as torowze you up a little, and 
perſwade you to look about you, and conſider the 
dangers which ſurround you, I ſhall yer hopethat 
this very conſideration will beget caution, and that 
an unwearied diligence, and a conſtant attendance 
on the'means of better diſcoveries: even till at laſt 
ou embrace that Fairh which you have ignorantly 
Scoffed at, and by it arriveat that eternal happineſs, 
for which you have, together with theſe poor ex- 
aeavours, the heartieſt prayers of SIR, 


Tours in all honeſt ſervices, 
5 heſball be able, 


. Prov. -XIV. 6. 
A Scorner 'ſeeketh wiſdom, and findeth it not : but 
knowledge ts eaſie unto him that underſtandeth, 
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